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Funeral Sermon. 


PsAL. XXXIV. 19. 


Many are the afflictions of the righte- 
ous : but the Lord delivereth him 


out of them all. 
] Have been deſired to diſcourſe on theſe words 


upon the occaſion of a worthy Perſon lately 

deceaſed, as being molt agreeable to the ma- 

ny affliftions God exerciſed her with, and the 
deliverance of which he made her partaker. 

In'them we have a righteousperſon deſcribed, 
Firſt, by his Afﬀliftions, Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous. Where we have the number or variety 
of his aflitions : The righteous are ſubje& to at- 
flitions, and theſe may be both mary and warioss. 

And then, Secondly, by his Deliverance: where we 
have both its ©4uthour and Univer/ality. 

The cAwthour of the Deliverance is God. As *tis * 
by his Providence we are brought into afflictions, 
ſo *tis by the ſame that we are delivercd, What 
the ignorant aſcribe to Chance and Fortune, the 
godly aſcribe to Providence. They eye him as the 
principal Inflicter, and this inſpires them with pa- 
tience; and as the chick Deliverer, and this hlls 
them with thankfulnels. 
Fi 2+ And 
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And then the Univer/ſality of it, out of rhem all: 
The godly in this World are ſubject to many and 
3 great aictions,' which as God is- pleaſed in his | © 
| wile and holy Provideace to bringthem into, ſo by Þ . 
| the ſame holy and wiſe Providence, he brings them '* 
out of them, 

The words in themſelves are a do&rinal Propoſi-$ ** 
tion, wherein the Pfalmiſt doth both aſſert the af. | *" 
flitions of the righteous, and their deliverance, & © 
Or you may reſolve them into theſe two Obſerva-| ” 
tions. ſ 

0tſervar.l, That the godly are ſubje& to, and frequently ex- *! 
erciſed with many and various affliftions. £ 

0bjerv, 11, That God delivers the righteous out of thoſe ma- 
ny and various affliQtions wherewith he 1s pleaſed 
t 

4 

| 


to try and exerciſe them : Or as you have it in the 
words of the Text, Many are the afflittions of the 
righteoms, &c. 

Now in ſpeaking to theſe words we ſhall ſhew, 

r, Who 1s to be underſtood by the righreows 

on. 

FI. That the righteous are ſubje&t to many and 
great affiiitions; with their Nature and Cauſes. 

HI. Open how God delivers his out of the many 
and great affliftions wherewith he exerciſes them, 

IV. Apply it. 


I. We ſhall open whom we are to underſtand by 
y the righteous: Many are the affliftions of the righte- 
Ons. This is a term by which the godly are fre- 
gy deſcribed'in Scripture, both in the Old and 
New Teſtament. Righreows is a relative term, and 
hath reſpe& to a Law or Covenant. Now there is 
a twofold Law or Covenant. 
r. The 


| every one that comtinues not inall things that are written 


— — —— 
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1. The Covenant ofInnocency, which was the 
Covenant of Works. 
2. And then there is the Covenant of Grace 
in the ha Poon is called the Lov of Faith. Rom. 3.27. 
x, The firſt Covenancrequiresa perte&,perſonal 
and perſevering Obedience ; the oo the ſca(t 
tranſ{greſſion lays us open to its Penalty. For cr/ed © 


in the book of the law to do them. The lcait tranigre\- 
fion of the Law renders a man unrighteous. So that 
in the fallen ſtate none can be righteous with re- 
gard to the firſt Covenant and Law. And though 
renewing Grace changes all the Faculties of che 
Soul, and enables it 1n ſome meaſure to obey the 
Divine Law; yet in this ſintul (tate we cannot give 
thar perfe&t Obedience which the Law requires. In 
this ſtate there * is nowe that liveth and fanneth wot. ' Ec. 7-2 
b Who can ſay he hath made his heart clean? and *if«1 pn. 5. 
any ſay be hath no ſin, he decerveth bimſelf, and the 
truth is not in him. We every day fin againit God ; 
and this, our Saviour's direction implies, whea he 
teaches us to ask for daily forgiveneſs ; tor it would 
be abſurd to enjoin us to ask the forgivenels of the 
{in we do not commit. So that there is none that 
can now be denominated righteous 10 contormiry 
to the firſt Law and Covenant. The Word in the 
Original, which we render «ffii#7rons in our Text, 
may be rendred 8; tor it ſignifies both the evil 
of Sin, andthe evil of AMittion. It may be rea- 
dred, many are the fins of the righteous, as well as 
afNlifFions of the righteous. And to4t is in other pla- 
ces rendred. As P/al. 28. 3. Draw me not away with 
the withed and the workers of iniquity. There is the 
ſame word. P/al. 94. 3. and in other places it 1s 
B 2 uſed 
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uſed to ſignifie Siz.. We may ſay, Many are the 
them all, both by pardon and ſanQification ; as 


well as he delivers them out of their affliftions. þ 


None then can be denominated righteous with re- 
ſpeCt to the firſt Law and Covenant. 

2. But there is a ſecond Covenant, which is 
called the Covenant of Grace, Now with reſpe& 
to this Covenant it is that we are ſaid to be righte- 
ous; and though we cannot be righteous with re- 
ſpect to the frſ Covenant, yet we may be accoun- 
ted ſo by virtue of an Evangelical Righteouſneſs : 
and this is twofold. 

(1.) Evangelical Righteouſneſs imputed, 
which was wrought out by Chriſt both by the Ho- 
lineſs of his life, and by the Sufterings of his death, 
and is imputed to them that believe in him. We 


*2Cor.5,21.are ſaid to be * the righteouſneſs of God in him, And 
» Phil, 3.9. the Apoſtle deſires to ® be found in Chriſt, not having 


his own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but the righte- 
ouſneſs which is through the faith of (hri#t, the righte- 
ouſneſs which is of God by faith. Therefore we read 


*Rom.$.19. at © 4s by the diſobedience of one many were made 


ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
righteons. As the fin of the firſt Adam was imputed 
to all his Poſterity for their condemnation, fo 1s the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to all his for ſalvation and 
life: and with a regard to this Righteouſneſs of 


fins of the righteous, but he delivers them out of I 


Chriſt it is that we are called righteous, 

(2.) Thereisalſoan inherentRightcouſneſs; 
for(hriſt juſtifies none by his{imputed)righteouſnels, 
whom he doth not ſanQiify by bis Spirit and Gracc. 
Chriſt by his Spirit inwardly renews all the Powers 
of the Soul, and gives to it in ſome mealure, a con- 
formiry 


w 
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us to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly laſts, and.to live 
ſoberly in the Government of our lelves, our vari- 
ous appetites and aftections, righreoufly in the dil- 
charge of all choſe Duties we owe our Fellow- 
Creatures, and goalily in the diſcharge of all thoſe 
Duties we owe to God ; depending upon him as 
our firſt cauſe, living to him as our lait end, enjoy- 
ing of him as our chict good, and ſubmitting to 
him as our Soveraign Lord : admiring his Wiſdom, 


and giving up our ſelves to the Conduct of it; lo- 
ving his Goodneſs, reverencing his Power, tearing 
his Juſtice, imitating his Holineſs, and truſting his 
Truth, and worſhipping him upon the account of 
the infinite eternal unchangeable Perteftions of his 
glorious Nature. So that it is with reſpeCt to this 
Evangelical Righteouſneſs, that the Godly arc de» 
nominated Righteous. They are righteous both 
in regard of the righteouſneſs of Chriit imputed to 
them, and his Righteouſneſs and Holineſs which 
is imparted. $0 'tis ſaid of Zgchary and Elizabeth, 
b They were both righteous, walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of God blameleſs. Righteouſnels 
as it ſignifies a principle of Holinels,is frequently ta- 
ken univerſally andin an cxtenſiveſcnſc, for all thoſe 
Duties we owe cither toGod, others, or our ſclves.S0 
is taken in the forementioned place. Sometimes 'ris 
taken particularly and in a more reſtrained ſenſe, tor 
thole Duties we owe our Fellow-Creatures, and 
obedience to the Commands of the ſecond Table. 
So. when the Apoſtle appeals to the Theſſalomans, 
and God himſelt, of the. unblameableneſs of his Con- 
verſation, wherein he. is imitated by every truc 

Believer, 


formity to his Law. Therefore it is faid, * The* 7". 2 
"Porace of God that hath appeared unto all men, teachath ens 
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Believer, Te are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, 
and juſtly, and wnblameably we behaved our ſelves a-|' 
mong you that believe, 1 Thell. 2. 10. This princi- 

ple of Grace that is communicated to a Believer, 
makes him endeavour to abftain from all known 
Sin, and to perform all known Duty. Thereforch 
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none can clatm being juſtified by Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſnels, that are not fanQtified by his Spirit and 
Grace. Chriſt faves none by his Blood, but whom 
he ſanftifies by his Spirit. The fame Faith that 
unitcs to Chriſt, and is the foundation of the im- 
putarton of his Righteouſneſs for Juſtification, the 
ſame Faith unites to Chriſt as the living Spring and 
Fountain of all Grace, whereby we are enabled 
ro hve to him : The ſame Faith rhat jultitics, ſan- 
Qitics; the ſame Faith rhat unites 'us to Chniſt as 


2 Prre(t, unites us to him as an wflucnnal Head. 
Sothat it is by rhe New Covenant that we are de- 
notnihated righreous, by vertne 'whereot 'Chrift's 
Righreouſneſs is impnted, and his Spirit and Grace 
imparted, which mnables nsto walk according tothe 
Rule that he hath preſcribed m'/his Word 3 and he 
that is truly righteous, diſclaims the righteoulneſfs 
' *'of the firſt Covenant ; (neverexpeRs anyRighteoul- 
nels or Salvation by that,and fays, with the Apoſtte, 
by rhe Law I tm ded to the I aw) and wholly cleaves 
to that of the ſecond for his acceptance with God, 
equally depending on Chriſt for the Jafhification of 
tHisPerfon,andthe SanQtiticarion-of Ins Nature. This 
is the Tighrteous Perſon of 'whom the Text ſpeaks, 
Many are the affiiftions of the Righteous. 

And ſuch was the excellent Perſon deccasd, who 
was a convincing Inſtance; that a renouncing of our 
own rightcouſnefs, and dependance on Chriſt's, is 
very 
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| very reconcileable with the higheſt endeavours at. 


ter the greateft Perſonal holineſs, and cloſeſt walk- 


-fing with God in the Duries 'we owe him and o- 


thers ; of which ſhe was a very imitable Example: 
tor which you are referred to her adjoyn'd Chara- 


(ter, drawn by her neareſt Relation, who can- 


not think or ſpeak of her but with the greateſt At- 
fection and Vencration of the Grace of God that 


ſhone in her. 


IT. Weare to ſhew that the Godly are exerciſed 
with many afflitions; with their Nature and Cauſes. 
It is one of the moſt difficult appearances of Provi- 
dence, that thoſe who are righteous, who love 
God, and God them, ſhould be exerciſed with mul- 
titudes and varieties of aflictions. This pulkd the 


moſt knowing among the Philoſophers ot the Hea» 
thens, The great queſtion that was agitated be- 
tween Job and his Friends was, How an evil thing 
could happen to a good Man? They falſely inferr'd, 
That Job was an evil Man, becauſe aMifted. Many 
accounts the Philoſophers gave of it, but the Scri- 
pture informs us of the true one. Some of the Hea- 
thens aſſerted, That they were no real evil, and that 
a wiſe Man was happy in Phalzris's Bull : but this 
was t£00 fine and fubtile. Others had recourſe to a 
falſe ſuppoſition, the pre-exiſtence of Souls ; and 
that for ſins committed in another ſtate, we were 
ſent into theſe bodies tobe puniſhed. "The account 0- 
thers gave was this, That affAlictions were ſentastry- 
als = exerciſes of Mens virtue, and that hereafter 
their reward would be according to the dithculties 
and evils they ſuſtained with patience here. Phey 


inferred, That there was a future ſtateof retribution, 
becaule 


CE en. 
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becauſe many times wickedneſs proſpered, and vir- 
tue was oppreſſed, and the diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence ſeemed ſo unequal. But the Scripture 
gives us the true account, That all ſin and miſery 
entred in by the Fall of the firſt Man ; which one of 
the Philoſophers ſeems to have a particular reſpeCt 
unto, when he ſays, we have loſt the Sday quay, 
the divine Nature, and the To Srocidts the image of 
God cy Th upanry in our head, A very ſtrange ex-W/ 
preſſion ! and at which I have often wondred. The 
Scripture (I ſay) clearly informs us, how it comes 
to paſs that God is pleaſed frequently to exerciſe 
his People with great and various and long affliti- 
ons. That God doth ſo, is clear : for you cannot 
ſingle out a Saint in Scripture, but he hath met 
with many affliftions. It would be too long to | 
cnumerate all the affliftions with which the Godly 
have been exerciſed, the tryals of the Patriarchs 
and ancient Saints, Job is made the great Inſtance 
of God's aMifting Providence : and then our blef- 
{ed Lord himſelt, who was free from all fin, how 
many were his troubles! he is ſaid to be * z wan of, 


ſorrows and acquainted with grief. God tries the 


Righteous with, many and ſharp and long troubles. 
Man ts born to trouble as the ſparks fly upward, and the 
Godly are not exempted trom this commonlot. This 
1s one Article of the Covenant of Grace ; If my 
Children forſake my law and keep not my commandments, 
I will viſit their tranſereſſuons with a rod, and their 
iniquittes with ſtripes, Afictions are made one cha- 
racter of God's adopted Children, fo far are they 
irom being an, inſtance of the- Divine diſpleaſure. 
b Every Son whom he receives, he doth chaſtiſe. God 
tor various wile and holy ends doth exerciſe his 
People 
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vi-Pcople/here. And the Deceas'd was a great Inſtance 
urefbf it, which we ſhall here omit the Relation of, 
ry bccauſe you may ſee it in the ſhort but true and 
ull Account of her Lite annexed by her dear Re- 
ation, who as he was enabled to give it by his 
onſtant Obſervation, ſo allo by the ſeveral Papers 


ny 
of (which ſhe had left behind,; which did contain. an 
x- Account of the various dealings of God with her ; 


of which ſhe was wont to take a very particular 
otice, and to make. ulctul Reflections thereon, 
hereby you may {ce how this Text, was veri- 
ied in her; Many are the afflictions of the righte= 
Jas, 

Now theſe afflictions are of a various Nature ; 
0 Wometimes they are to correct tor antecedent Sins; 
y Wometimes to prevent future ones: ſometimes 
$ hey are ſent for the cxercile of Grace, and ſome- 
& time. by way of Inſtruction. _ *E | 
«|| (x.) Sometimes they. are ſent for antecedent 
7 [(Sins, and then they partake of the nature of Judg- 
{ iments. How many times may we read our Sins 
» Sin our Afiftions! We fin, ,and , God corretts us 

for our, Sins. / And many times our afflictions have 


before, * For this cauſe many are weak and ſickly: 4-+, (_, 


> Flia them+the evideat marks of thoſe Sins. that went 


more you ; for their ſinful diſorders they were thus 35. 
judged, | 
Ga.) Sometimes Aflictions are ſent by, way of 
trial, Tho AfﬀyQtion, always ſuppoles vin ;, (for 
were we free from Sin, -we lboul be free; from 
AfMiQtion ;, in.the State aþove, where;there is ao 
Sin, there will be ao Sorrow. :), .. Yet ſometimes 
they are ſent not {o.much for the correftion of paſt 
Sins, as for the trial of our Grace. Gyvd many 
C times 
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»,Pet.1.7. * the trials of Faith ;, they are what the Touch-ſtone 


times ſends Afflictions, to ſee how his People will 
carry it under them : therefore they are called 


or Fire is to Gold, which diſcovers whether 'tis 
true or no, or what droſs may be mixed with it: 


ſo AMiQtions tend to diſcover what the truth} it 
ſtrength and purity of Grace may be ; which is af ja! 
more valuable'difcovery to a Child of God, thank ar 
that of Gold that periſherh. Thus God tried 4braÞ in 
ham, by commanding him to offer his only and 6G 
beloved Son, "and thereby had a ſenfible experiment} C 
of Abraham's Faith. And 1o frequently by AMiY ax 
tion, God tries the Grace that is in his Peoples th 


hearts, and thereby draws it forth into a more vi ge 
r7orous exerciſe, and thence both. purifies and} x4 
rengthens the Habit and AQ. 
( 3.) They are ſent many times by way of pref} ;4 
vention ; ſometimes for the prevention of greaterh 


outward Evils, and ſometimes for the prevention} G 
of ſinful Evils. How many times ſhould we de} © 
part from God, were it not that we are confined}{ \ 
by Afiftions ! God doth many times hedge li 
our way with the Thorns of affliftions, that fol {; 
we may not go'in thoſe Paths that'are diſpleaſingf « 
ro him, which would wound and defile our ownfl 
Conſciences, and interrupt our-Communion with ; 
him. We know not how much moral and ſinful evil + 
our natural afflictive Evils many times prevent. q 
( 4-) Sometimes they are ſent by way of In-j ; 
ftruQion.' 'They"inſtrudt -ts in the vanity of this} | 
World, and" that'it is not in the nature” of thoſe - 1 
{ 


thitigs that incompaſs'is about, to make us truly 
bleſſed. 'We are: apt to have too high an eſteem 
of this Wotld, but God is pleaſed by AMiQtions, 


f0 
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to imbitter this World to us, that hereby he him- 
{elf might become more dear to us ; theſe are ſome 
of the Cauſes of Aﬀfictions, 


III. We come now to ſhew how God is pleaſed 
to deliver his People out of their Afliftions. As 
it is by the Providence of God that we are brought 
into them ; fo it is by the ſame Providence that we 
are delivered out of them. We are not brought 
into any evil, but it is from the diſpoſing hand of 
God. There is not the lea(t ingredient in the bitter 


y Cup, but tis put in by a Father's hand. We are too 


apt in an hour of temptation, thro* the unbelicf 
that is in our hearts, to call in queſtion the Provyi- 
dence of God, and the Wildom and Goodneſs 
thereof. ?*Tis a great thing firmly to believe a wiſe 
diſpoſing Providence. * A Sparrow does mot fall ton wy. 1. 
the ground without our heavenly Father ; and the wery 29: 3 


| hairs of our heads are all numbred ; wheretore it 1s 
| God by his Providence that brings us under Affi- 


Rions, and the ſame Providence allo, that delivers 


4 us. Now therc are many Afiictions to which we 


lie open, and from which, God delivers and pre- 
ſerves us, that we are not attually exerciſed with 
chem. So that we inay lay, Altho' many, and fre- 
quent, and conſtant, are the Afﬀlictions of the Righ- 
teous ; yet their Afflictions might be far more than 
they are. God might exerciſe the Soul and Body 
at the {ame time; but he contends in meaſure, 
and * ftays his rough wind in the day of the Eaſtwing.” 1+ 25.2. 
Many times when God lays Aﬀflictions on the Body, 
he gives inward Supports to the Soul, and ſhines 
on that with the Light of his Countenance, and 
the Senſe of his Love. Yr; that we can never bc 

- in 
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in thoſe circumſtances wherein we have not rea{Diff 


fon to bleſs God for the Mercies that he is pleaſed Wo 
to mix with our AMiftions. Tho? our AMiRiRbe 7: 
ans are many and great, yet our Mercies are everſitha! 
more and preater than our AﬀMiQtions. Burt as Godſſe/ca) 
delivers his from many AMi&tions into which hav 
they might fall; ſo with reference to thoſe Afſbea! 
flitions wherewith they are exerciſed, God doth 
deliver them out of them. And here lies 
one great difference between the AMiQtions of 
Sinners and Saints; the AMiCtions that Sinners 
endure, they are but part of thoſe eternal Pu- 
niſhments they ſhall undergo in the future ſtate. $br: 
The inward troubles and horrors of their Minds Wa! 
and Conſciences, are but the beginnings of thoſe («14 
eternal horrors that they ſhall ſhortly fall into. The BHo 
Pains that they undergo in their Bodies, are but Mo 
the beginnings of thoſe infinite Puniſhments which Þ#es 
they ſhall endure in the future ſtate. So that there Wa! 
iS a vaſt difterence between the AfMiQtions of the Rexe 
Wicked and thoſe of the Godly : To the Wicked, BBel 
they are but part of the Curſe, and the beginning of $7 
thoſe eternal Puniſhments that ſball be inflicted on £rie! 
them ; but to the Godly, they are not a Curſe, but YFo' 
turned into a wholeſome Medicine : They here var 
prepare them for the Crown of Glory that ſhall Nthe 
afterwards be given' them. So that here is inti- $Su! 
mated the vaſt difference between the AMiRi- Þ ( 
ons of the Godly, and thoſe of the Wicked. Now Þthe 
God various ways delivers his. len 

( 1.) He delivers them by ſupporting them un- for 
der all their Aﬀfiftions. As the day is, ſo ſhall $0 
their ſtrength be. God always proportions $M: 
the Aids of his Grace to the various Trials and Jon: 

Diffi- 
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Difficulties wherewith his are exerciſed in this 
World. God hath promiſed, that they *ſbal! nor * 1 ©r. 10: 
be tempted above what he will enable them to bear, and 
that he will with the temptation make a way for their 
eſcape ; and one own way of eſcape is, when we 

have a ſufficiency of Grace given in to enable us to 

bear our Affiiftions. 'Tis one and the ſame thing, 

to have our Strength ſuited to our Burthens, or to 

have our Burthens leſſened: When the holy Apoſtle 

had * x thorn in the Fleſh, a meſſenger of Satan ſent 2.14, 
to buſſet him; by which we are to underſtand all 7: 
kinds of Temptztions and Afiitions ; he prayed 

thrice that God would ee/iver him trom it. What 

was God's anſwer ? My Grace is ſufficient for thee, 

and my Strength ſhall be made perfei# in weakneſs. 

How doth the Apoſtle carry it under this anſwer? 

Moſt gladly therefore will 1 glory in mine infirmi- 

ties, hs the power of (hriit may re#t upon me. He 

was glad his Afitions were an occaſion of the 
exerciſe of the Divine Power; therefore it is that 
Believers © glory in tribulation, becauſe tribulation * Rom, « 
worketh patience, and patience experience, and expe 34: 
rience hope. Afiictions give an experience of the 


FPower of God, in ſtrengthening of us under thoſe 


various tryalsthat he is wma to bring upon us: and 
then God delivers us when he gives1in thoſe inward 
Supports of his Grace that are ſuitable to our trials. 

( 2.) God delivers us when he ſanCtihes us by 
them: And this is the great End of God in 
ſending AfMiCtions; it is to change and tran(- 
form our Souls more into his bleſſed Image ; and 
no matter what the outward Affiiction be, if it 
may be made up with more of the Communicati- 


ons of his Spirit and. Grace. It is the — 
Afi- 
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AMiQtion to remove ſomething that is comfortabl 
or it would not be Afflition ; Pain takes away t 
good of Eaſe; Sickneſs, the good of Health; Dif: 
grace, the good of Reputation ; all AfiQtions re# 
move ſomething that is good : But no matt 
what the outward Good 1s, that 1s remoy'd by 
AfMiidtion, it it may be made up with the Commun 
cations of more Grace to our Souls. Now this is the 
great End of God in his correQting Diſpenſati 
ons, to make his more partakers of his Holineſs 
Chriſt tells one of the Churches, As many as 1 love 
I rebuke and chaſten : be zealous therefore and repent 
Afflictions are a token of the divine Love, os 
ſent to make us more confortmable unto him. Goc 
makes uſe of AtfiQtions to ſhew'us the evil of 
Sin, and the vanity of the World, to make u 
more out of love with it, and to long more for the 
ſtate of Felicity above. So that God makes Af 7 
fliftions a means of their SanQification. And thigh 9vr 
is one great way whereby God delivers his Peopl Re 
(3.) God delivers them by making them partake laſt 
of inward Conſolations. As their ſufferings do af ©® 
bound, ſo many times their inward Joy and Comgi ME 
forts do abound. When God afflits the outwargj V2 
man, he is pleaſed to ſhine upon the inward mat the 
with the light of his Countenance, and ſenſe of higj} PO 
Love; he not only ſupports them, but comes inf 2r 
with choice Comforts upon their Spirits. Thy favos fliC 
is life, and thy loving kindneſs is better than lifel 19 
The ſenſe of the Love of God takes away the ſen: be 
even of the bittereſt AMiCtions, Ove 
( 4.) God delivers his People out of Aﬀflichon the 
ſometimes into a more proſperous and eaſy tare} 9! 
in this World ; but if he docs not ſo, he delivery Af 
the 
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s hem always our of them into the happy State a- 
DiSove, which 1s "infinitely berter.- Therefore the 
- reApoltle ſays, *Our light dfliftion which is but for @* 2c. 4. 
tter moment, works for us 2 far more exceeding and eter- "1: 
al pegs of glory. There is no Ke nes” be- 
ween light Aﬀfitions and weighty Glory, ſhore 
SAAittions and eternal Glory. God doth by AMi- 
2tiCQtions prepare his People for, and makes the eo 
long after the State of perfect. Felicity above. So 
hat all the AMiftions of the Godly finally iffue 
ia this, That they are carried from a World of Sin, 
FTemptation and "Trouble, to the Regions of Light, 
Life and eternal Joy above : all their black and 
gdark Nights of trouble, end in one bright and eter 
nal Day, Here it is that many Tears trickle down 
he our Cheeks ; but above, all tears ſhall be wiped a- 
aff way from our Eyes, and everlaſting Joy ſhall fill 
;igour Heads and Hearts. Here'we are Tried, above 
leff Rewarded ; here we Sorrow, above we ſhall ever- 
laſtingly Rejoyce ; there Grace ſhall be turned in- 
to Glory, Faith into Sight, Hope into Enjoy- 
ment ; there all that is imperfeft ſhall be done a- 
# way, and all that which is perfeCt will come ; 
J there we ſhall never (igh, nor mourn,. nor grieve 
@ More, nor complain under any of thoſe natural 
or ſioful diforders of Body and Soul that here af- 
fit us, and keep us at a diſtance from God, and 
interrupt our Communion with him, There will 
# be none of thoſe uncaſineſſes that here we 'mourn 
over, no more remains of Sin, no more hiding of 
s} the Light of God's Countenance, nothing tb darken 
a our Minds, or, deaden our Hearts, or diſturb our 
4 AﬀeQtions, or to be an impediment to 'us in his 
Service. Above we ſhall ſee him _— an 
Cloud, 


* - 
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Cloud, love him ' without any Allay, and enjoy 
him without Interruption or End. And thus God 
dealt with this gracious Perſon ; he ſupported her 
Soul under the many AfMictions with which ſhe 
was exerciſcd, ſo that underall ſhe would only ſay, 
O Lord, How long wilt thou be pleaſed thus to exer},.; 
ciſe me ! inſpire me with Faith and Patience, and lf} 
me be reſigned to thy will : and; God did Suppo 
and Comfort her under all thoſe her ſharp Tryals, 
and now hath given her a bleſſed Deliverance in- 
ro the 'Regions. of Light and Life above. Which,re 
will be the certain Iſſue of the troubles of thoſeRkn 
who reſign themſelves to God, and put their truſt, 
in | him. are 

Thus you ſce who thoſe r/zhteovs are that GodB{h 
afflis, and what their af{;4ipns are, they are ſome-Bhec 
rimes; 247, ſharp and, long, and are ſent for Cor-fl 1g 
rection, Preveation, Trial and Inftruftion ; and}jr j: 
under' all he ſupports, ſanCQtifies, comforts, and nee 
delivers them {ometimes into a more eaſy and profiGo 
iperous State in this World, but if not, brings by 
them iato an eternal Glory above, 1 


IV. Now it remaias that, we make ſome Uſe. '[ ag 

From what hath. been ſaid, you may learn not roſlof | 
judge too ſcvercly: of thoſe who are excrciſed withÞgg 
trequent and long Afflictions. Do not think toofanc 
hardly of thy felt or others on this account ; we arcÞfij6 
very apt to do ſo.  Chrilt ſays, Think ye that theyF Loy 
mere greater. ſinners on whom the Tower of Siloamf Sou 
fell? 1 tell you nay. , Job's Friends, tho they had cor 
nothing: to charge him with, yet they thought heÞ Pr, 
was,a very ill Man, becauſe God was plealed foþis a 


ſorely to aflict him. They were not able to ac-F11/; 


Count 
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D)OYcount for this, How evil things ſhould hap- 
doen to good Men. Theretore Elphaz made this 
herffalſe Inference, Fob 4.7. Remember, | pray thee, who 
Never periſhed being innocent ? or where were the righte- 
ſay Rows cut off ? But Job laid, He would not let go bis inte- 
Xr-,rity; he would not believe but that Ged did love 
| ſhim, and he God, though he was afflicted. And 
ortEGod ſays of Job's Friends, that they had not ſpoken 
alsBof him the things that were right, Job 42. 2. 
inf AMitions of themſelves do not inler that we 
ichFEare leſs beloved than others are, for we cannot 
OleEknow love or hatred by the things that are before 
uſtFus. The moſt afflicted perſons may be thoſe that 
are moſt beloved of God; therefore do not pals 
008 ſharp cenſures upon thy ſelf or others. Do not ay, 
Nc-E becauſe I am afflited, God doth not love me ; nor 
Or-£do not judge {o of others. Thoſe who know what 
it is to be under long and ſharp aflitions, find ir 
needful to have this confirmed in their minds, That 
Of God loves them, though they are ſharply afflited 
2fby him. 

Hence learn to have good thoughts of God, of the 2 11. 
Love, Goodnels, Truth, and Providence ot God ; for 
as we are inclined under Afflictions to judge amils 
of our ſelves, ſo of God too. Take heed then you 
do not call the Being, the Love, Goodneſs, Truth, 
and Providence of, God into queltion, Under At- 
fliftion we are apt to deſpiſe the chaſtening of the 
Lord, or to faint when we are rebuked of him. The 
Soul is apt to ſay, Docs God hear Praycr ? Tow 
comes it to paſs then that notwithitanging all ny 
Prayers and Tears I am thus exerciled ? 1 he Soul 
is apt many times thus unbelicvingly to cxpoltulue, 
Will the LORD caſt off for ever ? avid will he be f4- 
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7 onrable no more? is bu mercy clean gone for ever! ry 
doth his promiſe fail for evermore? Hath God forgottei la 
to be pgracioms ?* Hath he in anger ſhut up his tends _ 
mercies ? But the Plalmiſt corretts himlelt, And up 
ſaid this is my infirmity, &c, Pſal. 77.7,8,9, 10. Of _ 
take heed thou doſt not call the various Perfe&ion) * 
of God into queſtion. You ſee how reconcileab ow 
AMictions arc to the Divine Power, Wiſdom, Goodll 12" 
neſs and Truth, fince God hath ſuch holy Ends in alfþ 
the Tryals he ſends upon thee : his deſign is eith Di 
to corre(t thee for Sin, or to try thy Grace, or to pre h 4 
vent ſome greater evil. God deſigns to make the / 
to turn to ſome ſpiritual Beneht to thy Soul. 4 w 
Uſ- ill, Be perſwaded to labour after a holy, humble, con! Gr 
rented, reſigned frame of Spirit under all thy vari 4 
ous Tryals. Labour to have that excellent fra Me 
that was in Chriſt, and ought to be tranſcribed 
us, to ſay, Not my will, but thine be done. Our Will 44 


are fooliſh and ſinful; God's Will is holy, wiſe, ju 
and good. God knows better what is good for us 
than we do for our ſelves. Herein lies the Sumni 
of Holineſs and Happineſs, in an univerſal, conſtant: 
cheerful complyance with God's preceptive Will 
and an humble, refign'd, patient bearing of his affliy4 — 
ctive Will. Labour to have thy Will brought . 
into the Will of God. "Twas the ſaying of a Hes! 
then, "That he would always have his Will, becauſg 
he would always will what God willed. "This is 4 
{aying worthy a Chriſtian; when your Will is con} 
formed to the Will of God, this is the moſt com+ 
pendious way to have your will. | 
Uſe IV.) Be per[waded under all your Affliftions to labou 
after the ſanftification and due improvement 0! 
them. Take heed that no AfﬀiQtion paſſes awa 
witho 


if — =_ 
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without obtaining ſome ſpiritual good by ir. How 
ſad will it be, if Afﬀictions take away this, that, 
and the other outward Good, and this be not made 
4 up with the communication of ſome ſpiritual good ! 
7 Be not ſo ſollicitous tor the removing the outward 
7 Affliction, as that thy Soul may improve in 
Grace by it : that which you ſhould deſire is, That 
you may be more humble, more holy, and more 


JOC "x 
1 ajfd {piritual. Be not ſo much concern'd for an outward 
thy Deliverance, as a Deliverance by the Supports of 


pre Divine Grace, and the ſanCtitication of thy Nature 

by thy Afflictions: let them all be turned to ſome 
7 advantage to thy Soul; and ſee that they prove a 
© means to prepare thee for Heaven : and being thus 
© ſanQified, they will become comfortable pledges to 
7 thee, that thou ſhalt be ſhortly tranſlated to that 
bleſſed place where all Sin and Miſery ſhall be done 
jj away, and thou admitted to the immediate Sight 
Z and full Enjoyment of God for ever. 
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HE deceaſed Perſon (my late dear Wife) be- 
ing deſirous to go as (ilently out of the World, 
| as ſhe had cholen to live retiredly in it, left 
$0 DireQtion concerning any Text to be preached 
pon on the occaſion of her Funeral : But the va» 
icty of providential Diſpenſations wherewith ſhe 
Fas exerciſed, and her great Support and ex- 
Fcllent Deportment under them, as well as Im- 
rovement of them, being ſo extraordinary, I 
ought my ſelf obliged in Conſcience, not to o0- 
it this Opportunity of giving Glory to God, aad. 
aſtrufting, Eſtabliſhing and Comforting others 
by her Example, that are, or may be brought 
under the like tryals. Whereupon, caſting about 
jn my mind, what Text might be moſt agreeable 
0 the Caſe of the Deceaſed, and might beſt an- 
wer theſe Ends I aimed at in having a Sermon 
| preached ; 
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preached; preſently that of the Pſalmiſt came infhear 
to my thoughts, which L recommended to a worKgn: 
thy Miniſter, that though otherwiſe a ſtrangerſk; to 
ladjat niy Meſire ſomerignes wilted, my Wile infru/ 
her laſt Ilweſ$; the Paſtor of the Cghgregation tour 
which ſhe belonged, being for many Months beÞxte 
fore (and (till is) confined to his Houle by. a pain, 1 
ful and (as*tis tcared) incurable Diſeaſe. But thiſher 
Perſon thus” pitched upon lay underyfſo great 
diſadvantage of exemplifying the Text 1n the Per 
ſon of the decealcd, becauſe of his fmall acquainiyas 
tance with her, that when he preached this SerShnen 
mon, 12 could he bur very ſhort in ſhewing howſyhi 
acrecable her Caſe was to.the Text, or in, givinhwo 
Iicr true Charafter. And now thar'the Sermon 1 
Printed, he. has in a manner quite omitted that 
part, thinking it more proper to lcave it to me, aWron 
being berter capacitated to do it, partly throug! 
my long Converfarion with her and Obſervation « 
her Chriſtian walking 5; and partly by the help ofhim 
ſeveral Papers ſhe has left behind, containing a 
Account of the more remarkable map Dea 
ings of. God with her, throughour the -greateſl 
part of 'her Life, and how ſhe was cnabled through 
Grace to carry it under them. And therefore | 
have taken 'this Task upon my felf, efteeming it 
as a Teſtimony I owe to the Grace 'of God In 
her. | 'n 
Now that the Reader may know wliat is tran | 
feribed from thoſe Papers ; whatever is fo, has this , 
mark © (or double Comma's) pretixed to ir lind$ » 
by line. And as I ſhall not enlarge much beyondſ$ 
what ſhe her ſelf has rhus writ (cſpecially in theſſ 7 
hiſtorical Parr); So I ſhall in my Method keep asÞ« ; 
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© infhear to the Text of Scriprarepreached'upon ather 
WorFuneral, as I can ; becauſe one of my-ntain'Deſipns 
gerfſs toſhew how eminent an I»/tance-ſhe was of the 
© Tffruth of it. And therefore I ſhall fr? give an Ac- 
1 tFount of her many Afﬀlittions, (which will necefli- 
 beſtate me to givea ſhort Hiſtory of her Life.) Second- 
ain,, Deſcribe her Righreowſneſ51.! And Thirdly, Shew 
thiſher Deliverance out of her many A/flictions. 

t 3 She was third Daughter to George Smith Efq; 
Per Councellour at Law, formerly of Creys-Ian, who 
a1Fyas appointed ( Arno Db. 1658.) by the Govern- 
Scent that then was, to be a Judge in Scotland, 
0OVEyhither he took along with him his Lady and his 
11Fwo youngeſt Daughters, of which the Decealed was 
1 1WÞne, being then about eleven years of age. There 
baflyhile he was in the Circuit, many Miles diſtant 
om his Family, (that ſtaid in Edenburgh) it 
pleaſed God after a few days illneſs (occafioned, as 
twas ſuppoſed, by a Fall trom his Horle) to take 
im out of this Life, tro the great Loſs and Grief 
pf his whole Family, but of none more than 
is Daughter Elizabeth, to wiom he had gene- 
cally expreſſed greater AſteCtion than to the reſt. 
WThis is the firſt AMittion that ſhe has recorded 
Sn the Papers above-mentioned, wherein ſhe notes 

livers Circumſtances that aggravated it:' as © That 

* her Mother and ſelf, and youngeſt Siſter, were 

'now in a ſtrange Land, three hundred Miles 

nF* from home or any Relation, and it was at ſuch 

15 a Seaſon of the year, that it was diſmal to:think 

F* of travelling, both for the ſhortneſs of Days, and 

w * ſharpneſs of Weather, and alſo the danger of 

EF Thieves and Robbers, - which were then very 
5F'* numerous upon the Borders,. But notwithitand- 
_ *1ng 
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- Maſter of the: Charter-houſe, London, He was 1 


« ing all theſe Diffculties, through the Proted 
* on and ConduCt of him who is an Husband 
« the Widow, and a Father tothe Fatherleſs, thy 
« returned ſafely to their own Country and Hat 
« tation : For which, ſays ſhe, my Soul did tt 
« praiſe God according to my Capacity, and 
« have often ſince given thanks to him, and de 
© to keep it in my thankful remembrance as lc 
« as I live. 

When ſhe was fourteen years of Age, the Lc 
viſited: her with a @uerter-Ague, which held | 
above two years, and brought upon her vari be 
other Weakneſſes and Diſtempers; and inde 
jaid the foundation of moſt of the Diſcaſes t 
afterwards ſhe labour'd under for the greateſt paſf; 
of her Life. But ſhe has obſerved concerning tl 
long illneſs, © That ſhe hoped ſhe might ſay wid 
« out any miſtake, That it was a medicinal V; 
« zation; and that God made the Sickneſs of | 
© Body work the Health of her Soul. And ſa 
« She learned under it to meaſure the ſhortn :; 
« and uncertainty of Time and the preſent Li gi, 
*and to meditate on the certainty of Death, aſh x 
« length and vaſtneſs of Eternity, 

Being recover'd in ſome good mcaſure from | 
Ague and other Diltempers that accompanied it; 
the ſaid Papers (he gives an account that © the P 
* vidence of God (1n her ſeventecath year) put | 
«;nto a married condition, with a perſon beloy 
** (as (he believed) of God, and one greatly eſtee 
«ed among men. His name was Zyphantah (re 
{omerime a Fellow of ag aalen College in Oxfe 
Son to Mr, (reſſet, who was formerly many ye 
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hen ſertled into any Employment, but deſigned 
he PraQtice of Phyſick. With him ſhe had lived 
put abour eight months, when by occaſion of a 
Fall from his Horle on the Road betwixt Londox and 
heir home (at S. Margaret's near Ware) he fell in- 
an high Fever, of which he died in a few days. 
This wasa'very bitter cup, of which ſhe conte(- 
ſes ſhe did ſometimes roo much complain : but 
God mixed honey- with the gall, and while he 
correQted her with one hand, the other ſupported 
her: and as/an allay ro her ſorrow, gave her a Son 
about: ſeven months after her Husband's dereaſe, 
Fit whom ſhe rook 'great delight : But when he 
as about a year and' an' half old, though a thri- 
Jing and healthy Child, God waspleafed by a very 
Fhort ſickneſs ro remove him alſo from her. And 
Wear che ſame'time'her youngeſt Siſter likewiſe di- 
$d, for whom ſhe had a-great love, being always 
pught up! rogether 'from their Childhood, and 
en lived together, with their Mother. | 
Y © Thus, (fays ſhe upon occaſion of theſe Af- 
F fictions) did. the moſt 'wiſe God ſee it goot-that 
"Fl ſhould bear 2he'yote in my Touth;, and T hope T 
can ſay, it was good for me. | Bleed be the Lord 
that took pains with me, and that I might be- 
come teachable, made uſe of various methods in 
f afliting me, and'all to make me remember my 
TY (reatour in the days of my youth. © And bleſſed be 
F God's holy name for his ſignal mercy to me at 
\} fhat time (viz. in the time of the great Sickneſs 
6, 65.) that when the Peſtilence took away five 11 
/"Þ our Family (C which was a third part of the 
'©F whole) and my KF alſo was in ſome degree in- 
ſeted;; yet my Life was given me'for a prey; 
| E 
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« which O that, I had given more up to my God i 
. * Praiſes! | 
«* Under theſe ſharp Providences (adds ſhe) m 
*ny a cloud and temptation ſurrounded me, { 
« that many times I was afraid to lift an eye off 
* tand to Heaven, and did reſtrain Prayer befor 
« God, and was under great temptations to give t 
* ſelf upto a ſullen melancholick frame of Spiri 
* All the mercics of Gad were buried in oblivic 
* and the number and nature of my AfMi&tior 
* were always before me. - O Lord, pardon this (i 
* and great inzquity. to Me, that I{hould' reliſh 
© mercy, when thoudid(t take away /ome.:' I tha + 
©« enjoyed a Mother and all-the neceflaries @ 
« life. the leaft of which I did not deſerve. Lord! he 
* much more reaſon had I to bleſs thee,than tom 
* mux !---- But after a while the Lord opencd mif* 
* mouth, and with Paw did'I cry. out,, O wretche 
* worm that f am, who ſhall deliver me from tt 
« body of fin-and'death ! Make me anew, O Lor 
< and as thou haſt removed the Plague from my t 
« dy,'remove and rake'away! the Plague of my. he 
« and grve me an heart. after thine own; and (i 
*« due the gorruptions of my. evil cature.-4 Son 
* times my; Faith ſeemed to be quite gone, and 
« ſtuck falt inthe mireand clay: he out of the x 
* Almighty. power: raiſed me; and, egain enlarge 
* me. O the {ealonablenels of thy mercy, O'Gor 
* thou art a preſent help antime of Trouble,and th 
* my Soul knoweth right wel.---- Mr. Burroue 
* book upon Chriſtian Comtentment, was of pre 
« uſe to me at this time; and alſo a Sermon ſent x 
* by a Friend on that "Text ,| Not my will, but thig0 
< be done ;, Fatber, glorifie thy Name. After readinffor 
* chely' 
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® mitting to, -and bowing before the Sovereign 
ml © pleaſure of God, T gained much upon my former 
g© melancholy and diforder of Spirit, and God en- 
#* abled me to believe, that all he had done to me 
< was from the love of a Farther ; and that though 
for the preſent theſe AMictions were not joyous, 
rich * yet'afrerwards they ſhould bring forth the peace- 
* able fruits' of Righteouſheſs.<-- Job 5.19, 18: Be- 
J< hold happy i rhe man whow God corretterh : therefore 
* deſpiſe not thon the chaſtening of the Almighty : For 
* be maketh ſore, ard bindeth uy; he woundeth, and 
he * his handi:mnhe whole, - | 
es <  Aboor eight months after theſe Providences, ſhe 
hoſſ was © greatly importumed to change her condition 
au® again, | which ſhe was wiwilling to- in general ; 
mi{®bur was rhore eſpecially-averſe from being marri- 
che ®<d to him, who was then moſt: ear int his 
hl Suir. Yer after about three years time the Provi- 
rfl® dence of God ordered ir fo, that ſhe became his 
/ © Wife.” His name was Themes Davſon, Dottour 
of Phyfick.'' God continued thern together almoſt 
fourteen years, during which time it-was his plea- 
fure to deny her a Child. -© This (fays Ale) was a 
« mreat excrcife fo her (having naturally a great 
» pl love for Children, but at length ſhe was brought 
ol® tr) a — x77 to-ſubmit 'to the Will and. Wit 
off dom of God. © ” - 
S Tnabont a year and half afrer her marrage with 
the DoRtotir,” rhe Lord was pleaſed to vilicher with 
moſt exquifire pains' in her Bowels, (ltke the Co- 
-mlic& ) 'with þ Fever'and n Jaimdies accompanying 
them, 'ot rather following them, which commued 
for many weeks." At fength ſhe'voided by Stool 
| E 32 
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two ſtones with ſeveral corners, which moſt pro-|f* f 
bably bad bred ja her Gall-bladder, and in theirF* tc 
paſſage through, is narrow neck ang the common{F* c: 
du& into the Guts, cauſed thoſe terrible pains which 
were taken for the Colick./ © In this ſickneſs, ſays|f* 0 
« ſhe, I appeared to moſt or all that ſaw me, asſſ* ic 
< one nigh unto. death, and indeed I received thelf{,0 
« ſentence of death in my ſelf; and at ſome times}... 
« it was very dark.with,me as, to my eternal ſtate:Yo't 
* but at the. worlt I was enabled to keep ſame holdÞ8 
© of Jeſus Chriſt, and to ſtay my. ſelf on that bleſ«#t! 
* {cd Rock of Ages. Ever. blelled be the name of cd 
© my God, who though he ſhewed me.great:trow-$na 
« ble, yet did quicken . me agaia,. and; reſcue ,me$vas 
« from, the, jaws of death/! Thea. did I Jay , Lord,JC91 
* teach me; t9,number my days.19 as.to apply myPÞtre 
* heart wat Wiſdom : help me all the days pf 'my 
** appointed. came to. wait,till my,change come, andÞ« 
* ta welcome it when it. comes. rue help me toſFtiy 
« ſerve thee better with thar life thou haſt preſerved;Þal 
« for my bodyas well as my ſoul is thige,(Rom.1 21.)Þ06 
«Let it, as: it iS moſt yeaſonable,.be worn. out inthyPl.; 
« ſervice here, , and. let'it partake of glory and hap Þf t 
« pineſs inthe World ;to:come, Philip, 3.21. as 
The next, great AfMiQtion that ſhe has. notedF0u 
down in her Papers, was, the death of her dear and0! 
tender Mother (Azz. Dom. 77.) after. many. monthshet 
languiſhing. This Providence was the ,more ſad} *© 
becauſe now God: had ſtripe hex of all her neareſt} 1: 
Relations by blood 3 Her Father diced many years" S: 
before ;, her: youngeſt-Siſter in the Sickneſs year, as|* 4 
was, noted before; and her.,,two. elder Siſters be} © 
twixt that time, and this... But ſhe did then © fayF; Þ! 
« wizh.the Plalmiſt, Though {ather and mother have} G 
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ro-f* for/aken: me, yet ſurely the Lord will take 'me 'up, int» 
eirf* to, þis care, . whoſe loye far exceeds the layaand 
onſf*.care. of, the; beſt gf. Parenys,,. And blalled be'his 
ichſ}* Name; that he has been) ſich /a good and: graci- 
ysIf* ous Father unto. his poor unworthy Worm, com» 
as|f* forting, and. ſupporting me under this and many 
bothers The i iy ic! jp 4 | G5 be Te 
- Hitherto, ſhe had always. lived with ber Mgther 
a'the rm : but upon, ber Mather's death, the 
jWaQtor, removed; to Loxagn,. where they lived-,c0- 
ether Aoqv3rfye years..Ja,the year 1682. ſhe eſca- 
Death very , aarrowly..in the Meg/ſes,. and. re- 


OLE 1 
* + 


very. weak, and low after than; {© that,ir 
AS tA be adviſeable. for . her. xa, 70 into the 
; or recovery -of her. Stomach-.and 


Ountr. 
© Rog.” She had, been there, bur a few days, when 
ereceived the {ad tidings of her Husband's futiden- 
death at his houſe in London, This ſurprizing aMi- 
tive Providence brought her into, dreadfyl Firs of 
n hy ſterical Golick, which.came very thickione after, 
$oother fora year or two.afterwards, eſpecially up- 
| any oF eecabons of, grief and trouble,, | And 
ap Þf thoſe, ſhe had, nat a. few, as. well. from, Relati- 
| Nas as oth rs, : But I: ſha} forbear. to- give an aw 

ount of them, , becauſe, I would not ſain the me» 
jFmory of ſome now dead, nor reflect upon others 
Vet 41 VINg. , SIE oor 112 9944 mriobiu 
 * Undex'thele exerciſes, ſhe ſays, She, had mas» 
ny a_combat, with her own navghty Heart,; and 


ars Satan. She was ready to; ſay with old! Jacoby 
, sf} All theſe things are againſ} me,,, Sometimes ſhe, 
be-If' even, fainted ; under; her troubles, but. God , was 
ſay pleaſed ro ſupport her elpegjaly by thagwords 

| | aud exceeding great rt-) 
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ve” Gen, 15; 1. 1,am thy: ſbie 
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«wr. Whileſt the power of ths Word was up jack 
6 om ter, Me ſays, 1s way 4 Hoy ge ae nf S 
« les, and 'With'grear confi io) 
ably to leave ul-with! God; *1d - nr york © J 
«upon him, "as ky God, 'Þdlieving ſhe {ould fin 
+ honey hey at rhe 1d of t rein Tg 
& But after theſe refreſhing Beartts, * 
»Olds rived ail, (6 he rink tires 1 thig 
s pert& Under my 
«-wbs not tulite ver-tirged, 1» boy Se 
< ſtainitig me. ' God rauphr- inte Ar” this tine mat) 
© ſelf ant world-abaFing s,\{o'that hi 
%.eveF fihoe Ned a qruct & of all Er 
* Edrforts/? Ahd"the often} reli Hes ts 
4 cond” Ohapte?-of 'Ecekfiefes], hath 
4+: proficable to" ine" wo") judge" off" rhe wolf 3 
1p LDN 502m 191 1029 
if ALTTTLY 411} 7 11h v lied 01 9HOM! ct (116: F 
This fh# I five" pivenr df Keith " ah mort 
oonliderable Afiftrons Wherewith Th df) Fextrd 
ſ{g, fromtuir owHy Nines:0Þ6t = tor he 


Lifs, I n&@'viot Mave f6imiich + 7's 
mile Aceeaintinec? Wi her! 


t 

A fey 
Months uſer the A MHtti6 n ATR" 4 
which tithe | ſhe' had Frequetit Fits of the Citi 
which I'fpoke 6f before ; and inthe Intervals, we al 
ſcldom free from a pain In at her Teſt = 


tons V 
Ct yn Fong Argh cs vhs 
ah half Mai  Dw/apes geark, Ik becarni 
| Bard Nhbc which time, T have & een a ſorrow 


ey bf Þ "Ve almoſF conti TI ba 
y 'to 
of * App tite;" Ta wh rho: 


racking 
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vpacking Sedrbuticat'Pains in'her Limbs, Laſſicuds 
ws. were het almoſt eonftam Grievances. Beſides 
wadiglent' Coughs,' confiderable hydropical Swelling, 
cared picteirig Tancmaring Pains in ber fide,” which 
quently ſeized upon her. 'And, to mention no 
d;More, violent Convulfion-Fits fIFd up the laſt 
'Wolefij! feene' of her Life, ſeven whereof ſhe. had 
oh fpace'of eleven days. - This T can ſay, /That 
ebeuring the (near) {even years that we lived coge- 
"her, ſhe had not (fo far as I remember) one day 
1ree from” Paingor Sickneſs ; {© that when ſhe ſeems 
86 at the beſt, 'if ſhe were ask'd: how ſhe did, the 
S$ecft anſiver' fie could give was; Not fo bad' a 
fore times, but far ' from well : but, bleſſed be' God, 
ould ſhe add,” for any mitigation. And thenights 
"Mere as weariſome and reſtleſs, as the days' were 
©' Fick = ainful; and her ſleeps 'diſturbed' and. un- 
Sefreſhing : By Caſe was much the-ſame 
* (Chap. 75.) ' As 4 ſervant earneſtly \deſirerh 
, | by yr 4s an tg ot for 5 w.arg 
ps work : So am I made to poſſeſs months of vanity, and 


1 ea iſo” miehts are appointed to me-++= When I [ay, 
wi | bt comfor; Reg; my conch ſhall ceaſe ny Fi 
int * Then thou ſcareſt me with dreams, t6d vert- 

eff me through wiſions. When I lie dow, 1 {ay whth 

al ] rife, and the night be gone ' and 1 amt” ful of 
fangs 10 and fro unto the dawning of the day. Bur the 

.Fcmembrance of theſe continual exerciſes is it {elf 

0 affliing, 'that I can no farther enlarge inthere- 

Wation of them. | 

Nor did her own Maladies and Diſtempers alone 
e thus continually upon her, but ſhe wasextream- 

By aftefted with-the afictions'and- griefs of others, 
ind had' the tendereſt fellow-feeting of chem: _— 

tnar. 


” 


Tc ED DRY 


a 


— 


The L1 F&B-of Mrs) E lei Giblin. = 


thar Ti folind ix netedary; 00 HO LUROHISSe TW 
as'I <ould,::(andito warn. OK WIA 4 
moſt! frequensly-c6nverſed,.t9 do. 19 roo): ſuch; 
Providences as ha PReOge abroad in the, world, | 
as the Apoſtle ſaith;. who. wes, afflicted, and fbe mou 
ed not? ; But the ſufterings of the Church'and Peoy 
of God occaſion'd her greateft grief and mournig 
Many thouſand:iſighsdid ſhe breathe out, and Ihec 
many'tears upon this account; And daily, did ſhe 
tercede with God in fervent, Prayer for; their he 
and relief, Thus was ſhe concern'd porecutarly | 
the poor Proteſtants of France and Piedmont. 4 
many'\ſheets.of Medications, conGſting prjocipally 
£jaculatoty, Prayers,' did, {he commit. to writing 
theſe octaſions. To give a taſte 'of them. 4O Lc 
4 Ideſire totremble art the 4 and 5200 y | 
« of thy [Judgments both, patt and preſcat, at hor 
* ajid- Cato Thou: ard terrible an the pla | 
ine ON 
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£ thy. Power.and. Majeſty, and that unto # 

«4 People... What then ſhall thine Enemics do,” wha: 
« thou-appeareſt againſt them, and poureſt- out 

« vials of thy wrath and. indignation. on ther 
.«.Thine have'the ſtaff with the.rod, their, Fathe 

« love with their Father's corretions ; and thou 

* it.{mart, it ſhall 'end with time: but as for othe 
"6 the wrath of God ſhall bura againſt them to 
«loweſt hell, and Eternity is ſet upon it, O Lec 
4-enter into; Judgment with thy.irreconcileable Er 

« mies-in all parts : and pity.-thine:who, are kill 

« all the day long for thy Name's {ake:, Let the 
«,conſolations/ abound as ' their ſufferings aboungþ..;. 
and cauſe their Faith and Patience to overcomfl., , 
& men and deyils. , Make thy ſharp:diſpenſations 
4 them, thine ordinance; for good, and keep up. 
$£011 | the! 
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S them"that blefled frame of ſpirit that was'in the 

three Children of old, and help them to re» 
ſolve, 'T hat whether thou ſhalt deliver them or not, 
they will not tranſgreſs thy commands in falling 
down to and worſbipping graven Images. Let it be 


oj faid of them, Lo, here is the faith and patience of 


ll the Saints !.., Help the righteous to: keep on their 
Re KTP though they walk 1n the midſt of trouble: 
©Y Revive thou them, and let them grow ſtronger 
(042d ſtronger; Let thy right hand fave them: O 
y forſake not the'work of thine own hands! Let 
the ſcattered Flocks be gathered again, and cauſe 
lly them to feed in green paſtures,'and to lie down 
by the ſtill waters. Feed thy people with thy rod, 
the flock of thine heritage, which dwell ſolitarily in 
the wood,--- and in thy time let them feed in Baſhan 
and Gilead, as in the days of old. Let the nations ſee 
Yi, and be aftoniſhed, Mic. 7. 14, 15; 
S And as the ſufferings of God's people did greatly 
fic her; ſo did ir pierce her oy to think of 
great diſhonour done to God by the Profeſſours 
Religion declining ſo much from the power of 
""Sodlineſ(s; and that Wickednels of all kinds was 
US me to ſo daring an height amongſt the prophane 
World : What the Prophet faith of himfelf may 
truly ſaid of her, Rivers of tears ran down ber 
s, becauſe men kept not God's Law. 


TJ But while I was giving an account of her Afiid:- 
Þ:, 1 am fallen infenſibly into thoſe, which may 
MErhaps be more properly noted under the next 
Tad, to wit her Righteouſneſs, which I ſhall now 
oceed to give a ſhort deſcription ot. 


F Though 


,* 
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Though ſhe were thus a Woman of ſdrrow, + 
even continually acquainted with grief, yet I dot 
not to put her even in the firſt rank of thoſe holfſhe 
and righteous ones, whom though God chaſtenſſti 
yet he moſt dearly loves. To demonſtrate whic 
fhall go no further backwards than the time of « 
firſt acquaintance with her, though I might h: 
abundant teſtimony from thoſe that knew x 
her converſation in the former part of her life | 
been, to confirm what I am now to ſet forth. 

I ſhall begin with her  Piety towards God ;- a 
firſt as to his MWorſbip, When I was firſt acquai 
ed with her, (in her Widowhood:) ſhe ſer a larg 
portion of her time, than is uſual, apart far Readic 
Meditation and Prayer. One hour every morni 
and two in the evening were the ſhorteſt allo 
ance. And I found it one of her difficulteft objeQtic 
to get over againſt entring again'into a marr 
fate, that the care of a Family would abridge 
io that time, that now ſhe could. with freedom 
vote, in a larger proportion, to the offices of Pic 
and Religion. | 

About that time, (to wit 1683.) was the ſe 
perſecution of the Diſfenters, ſo that they were fi 
ced to Meet with the greateſt caution and priv: 
and therefore they generally went to the place 
Meeting, in the. Winter time, before day : Fre 
theſe Aſſemblies neither could her almoſt contin 
Indiſpoſitions of body ,” nor the Rigour of the { 
fon; nor the. Unſeaſonableneſs of the time, de 
her : but ſhe was one of the moſt conſtant Atte 
ders-upon the Ordinances, though ſometimes t 
Meetings were a-mile from her Lodgings.' So tt 
ſhe would often afterward wonder, how it was pt 
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afible for her to do it, Sometimes they allembled in 
ke Evening after the day was gone, and then alſo 


he would be fure ro make one: - In the Summer 


ſte time the hour of Meeting was generally abouc 


elve, when molt peopie being at Dinner, they 
were not at leiſure to ftand gazingand obſerving 
who went-in or out. The want of her uſual repatlt, 
and\ the heat of the Sun at that time of the day, 


e which upon other occafions! the could not endure, 


di&nvt caule her to abſent her 1elf. Not to menti- 
on the hazard that was then run, as to Fines and 
rifonment, the firft of which ſhe was often in- 


ol volved in. Her love to the Ordinances of God, and 
the delight ſhe took in his Worſhip, carried her 


1 of the 


above all theſe things : and her /pirit was fo willing, 
that it Fra overcame and ſuperſeded the weakneſs 


And as this was her pratice in her Widowhood, 
ſo T can ſay, that her being afterwards in a married 


Sftate, and 1o encumbred with the Cares of a Fami- 
ly, did neither: abate her Zeal as to the publick 


Worſhip of God, nor cauſe her (as ſhe feared) to 
ſhorten the Rated times: of her every days Devoti- 


: fon. While ſhe had yer lome competent degree of 


ſtrength, ſhe would be/ſure to be as early up as ſhe 
could poſſibly bear, that ſhe mighr finiſh her own 
ivate Clofet-devorions, - before the armance 


of Family-dury: And when Weaknefſes grew 1o 
J upon her, charſhe could not'do that, as/ſoonas Fa- 


mily-duty was Over; and the had'given toiber Ser- 


tl vants what direQtions- were :neceltary tor: the Buſi- 


tt 


neſſes af that day, fhe would betake her ſelf to her 
tſagl pevirement, before ſhe went about the dre: 


fins of her ſelf, or engaged .in any amy" 
| F 2 An 
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And as to her evening Solitude, ſhe fill continuedou 
that to a full length; and that ſhe might do ſo, iffſo \ 
ſhe went abroad 1n the afternoon about buſineſs, org; 
on viſiting, ſhe would generally in the Summerygnd 
time be at home by ſix, and in the Winter beforeſhot! 
the day was gone: ſo that neither her owa Afﬀairs,W$et 
nor the Importunities of her Friends to gratifie themÞv! 
with more of her company , could induce her tofrci 
ſhorten that time that ſhe had ſet apart for cor 
_ and communion with God in ſpiritual Exer-Wen 
ciles. 

This was the courſe of every day; which ſhe 
exceeded on the Lord's day. Then (till extream 
weaknels diſabled her) ſhe was generally the firſt 
up in the houſe, a conſiderable while ſooner than 
her uſual time of riſing, alledging, That thoughF1 
the Sabbath was a day of reſt, yet it was not off e 
ſloth; and that it was unworthy a Servant of God, Þ 
to be more early at his own work on the Week-day, !1 
than at his Maſter's work on the Lord's day. That t! 
whatever it was to others (whom ſhe would notlf \ 
judge) .ſhe found ir nor ſo caſie a buſineſs to bring} © 
her Soul- into a fit frame for the publick Worſhip off | 
God, as that it could be done betwixt the Bed and} " 
the Church, taking in only the time of dreſſing, 1 
Both morning and afternoon ſhe attended the pub-M 
lick Worſhip, while her ſtrength held out; fort 
a day in God's (ourts was better to. her than a' thouſand" 
elſewhere; And in the evening after her return tromF'2 
afternoon-Sermon, ſhe commonly ſpent all the time » 
till Supper. was ready in private, part4y, in recolle- 
ing what ſhe had heard that day,. and noting dowaff | 
what ſhe thought moſt remarkable, relying uponſ} * 
her memory till then, thinking that (to, her wo a 
cou 
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wedſould not write in ſhort-hand) a better way than 
>, iffſo write Notes 1a the Church; and partly, in read- 
;, orfug, and then meditating upon what ſhe had heard 
mergnd read, and 1n praying to God for a bleſſing on 
foreoth. And as I find in the Papers which I have oft 
airs, {ncntioned before, ſhe was a ſtrift enquirer into her 
1embwn carriage in the duties wherein ſhe had been ex- 
r toſErciled either in publick or private, and a ſevere 
enſurer of her ſelf for any miſcarriages ſhe appre- 
.Mcnded her felf to be guilty of. Give me leave to ſer 
lown an Inſtance ſomewhat largely. © Sept. 28. 86. 
I have not found my Soul this day ia fi ach a frame, 
: as the holy Ordinances of the Lord require, but 
arſtF much diſcompoſed. O Lord, what ſhall I ſay be- 
han fore thee ! How ſhall I apply my ſelf unto thee ! 
ughF'T am amazed when I think how diſorderly and 
t of evil the frame of my Soul is in thy ſervice both 
0d, publick and private. O that ſuch ſwarms of di- 
lay, — and diſtratting thoughts ſhould vent 
harſff themſclves in the ſpecial preſence of God in duty ! 
not Well may I cry out with Ezra (ch.g.6.) O my 
ingif God, 1 am aſhamed, and blyſh to look up. For ever 
> off help me to admire thy Patience, that thou haſt 
2ndFf not ſpurned me from thy preſence and caſt me 
ng. into Hell in the very atts of provocation. Bleſſed 
ub J-lus, do thou bear the iniquity of my holy 
for things, and by thy oblation and interceſſhon let 
and[* me obtain a full pardon for my praying, hearing 
om{*and Sacrament-(ins; and help my Soul, for it is 
me vexed. Do thou graciouſly alſo rebuke the di- 
e&-&* ſtempers of my body, that do greatly add to the 
walff hurrics of my Soul. I have groaned often under 
zon{ theſe rhings, O Lord, relieve and help me. O for 
zhoſt' a full Cure, at leaſt ſome good Conquelt ! They 
uld | '* have 
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© have robbed me of mach {weet commumon witfdo! 
&« God : Bleſſed Lord, a 'or me, pive thy poc 
« Worm ſcaſonable and fofficient hejp, and drfperk 
« the clouds that my fins have gathered, wherehj 
« God's face 1s covered, and the manifeſtarions © 
& his Love and Favour obftrufted. ---- Strength 
«me, O Lord, againſt that ſuggeftion' of Satarff* c 
& that fuch diforders of Soul as mine, are not n 
* ftain or ſpot of thy children: I find many «Ft 
& them ſick of the ſame diſeale, and groaning un*þ 
« der fuch a body of death as I do. ---- But O that 

E 

' 

a 
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« might long more than ever to be there, wherF* e 
* my ſanCifcation ſhall be as perfe&t as my juſtifF* 
« cation is, that I may ferve my God uninterruptF' 
* edly! Lord, make me ready for that holy a 
* happy. place, and then cone quickly ; 0 GodF*] 
* make no'rarrying-+ The ſhorter Earth, the longdff* [ 
* Heaven. Erermty will not be too long to ſerve d 
< adore and praiſe thee in. © Amen, ib 
And as ſhe thus humbled her felf before God folf* C 
ſpiritual diforders and itmperfeQtions in doty ; ſo di 
ſhe no leſs magnifie the free Grace of God in afſiſ 
ing her at any time to worſhip him m ſome pod 
meaſure as he requireth, im ſpirit and in trarh, wi 
holy fear and faith ; and extol his Name for an 
manifeſtations of his Love unto her Soul. I mighiF /; 
alſo add many Inſtances hereof recorded 1n'the ford c 
faid Papers ; but I ſhould be too Hrpe, if TſihoulF' x 
continue'to be fo particular and minute in thelF* p 
things. n 
* Buthere T1 would add a Specimen of her Mez#F a 
tions, conſiſting partly of Soliloquy, and pattly *n 
Prayer, as ſhe uſed ro draw them up in her retireF* h 
ments, judging it more uſeful to write herthoughtÞ*r 
Tp: dow! 
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witfdown, than only to form them in her head; or pon- 
Jo ter them at preſent in her heart. 'The Specimen I 


Shall give ſhall be concerning Death. 

64 Beath, EF muſt acknowledge, 1s that which 
ſounds harſh to fleſh and blood, and ſometimes 
©ris more dreadful to me than at other times, ac- 
cording as my Fanth 1s in a ſtronger or weaker 
F* meafure ated upon my blefſed Lord, who hath 


erent! 
INS 

Zth 
ata 
| 


ny F* taken the ſting out of Death, for all thoſe that 
7 unF* belong to him. To ſuch, Death is but the 
atF* Image of Death; tis a Writ of Eaſe, for hey 


ther enter into peace, they veſt im their beds, Ifaiah 
THAF* 57. 2. from all their labours of Nature, Sin, 
rupF' and Affliction ; they /eep 3» Jeſws : Q bleed cep-! 
an* none thall diſturb their ſweet repole. .. Lerahom, 
Goof Iſaac 904 gas: died, ſo did the Prophets and Apo- 
ngef* ftles, and were all reſolved into their firſt duſt: 
ere Nay, the Captain of my Salvation diced and was 
' buricd, and hath thereby ſanCttihed Dcath and the 
I toff* Grave : Why then ſhould I fear Death? I believe 
) dif® that my Redeemer liveth ; ( Lord, help my unbe- 
MF lief! ) and the ſame Power that raiſed Chriſt, 
Toole ſhall raiſe me, Ph. 3. 21. He is the firft-fruits of 
vi them that ſleep, and of all the -Father bath given 
anif* him, he will loſe none, but will raiſe them np at the 
HF /aff day, John 6.39. Lord, help me to take 
oreF* comfort in that word ; Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live 
wiF'" a//o. And for the preſent let me have greater ex- 
nelF* perience, that Chriſt liveth in me, by his aCting 
me ſo powerfully, that I may do all things, believe 
Fall thiogs, ſuffer all things _— Grace com- 
7 &* municated from him as my head; yea through 
IrF* him encounter the King of terrours without ter- 
hi} rour ; believing, nothing ſhall ſeparate me from, 
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* nor take me out of Chriſt's hands here,” nor 0 l, 
« of his boſom for ever. The union of Chriſt and}; 
« his Members ſtands ſure, more firm than Heave 
* and Earth; tis compared to the Union betwee h 
&« the Father and the Son, John 17. 21, O Lon h 
&« help me by Faith to draw forth the ſweetneſs h 
© this Union; and to take ſuch a view of the He : 
« venly Glories, that through an holy impatienc V 
« jt may-be as uneaſie to me to live, as to others ff | 
*« die: and let the forelight of the Bleſiedneſs t 
* come, be as a ſpur to all diligence in the ways ( " 
*« God; that whatever my hand findeth to &, by 
« may do it with all my might, as remembring , 
& have but a moment to work in, but an Eterni 
**to reſt in.... O Lord, help me to love thee mor: 
*« and ſerve thee better ; and if thou give me har 
* der work, give me greater ſtrength, and keep m 
« faithful: 'Then let my Croſs be, what it will, I ac T1 
« ſure it will bear no proportion to my Crown.., 
© The glimmerings of thy preſzace with me wil: 
'« much remove the fear of Dcath; how mud 
« more would the full perſwaſion of being for eve 
« with the Lord ! Dear-Lord, I cannot but think 
« if my Soul had this aſſurance, I ſhould cry ou 
« (as the Mother of Siſera) Why ſtay the wheels i 
&« by chariot {0 long ? Whea ſhall I be carried in 
« thoſe eternal Manſions where [ ſhall be ever wi 
«* my Lord? Where all diſappointments, all for 
* rows ſhall vaniſh, the many years of weakneſs ant 
* pains I have laboured under will be forgot, as t 
« any ſorrowful ſenſe, and my Soul ſhall be full c 
« praiſes to him who ſuſtained my body here, an 
* who will raiſe it again a glorious body, free fron 
{© all infirmities and weakneſs, nay free from all bs 
| «Lor 
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” Lord, ſhew me the path of life, Pſal. 16. 11; which 
'F lieth through the Grave ; bleſſed Shepherd of 1/- 
F r4/, take me by the hand, and lead me through 
F this dark paſſage into the Preſence-chamber of 
Ori by 
the King of Glory : And I beſeech thee, during 
thy pleaſure to keep me here}, do thou adorn me 
F and make me ready to hear the Bridegroom's 
h Voice, and to obey his Call with joy.... O how 
n Y comfortable will it be to cloſe theſe natural eyes, 
Yand to have the eye of my Soul opened, and made 
'* Y fully capable of beholding at once all the Glories of 
| Eternity! O Lord, help'me w_ = more and 
"1>Y more to aſcend Heaven-ward, that 1o-I may be 
ready for my laſt flight to the mountains of Spi- 
ha &s, and for the glorious Immortality and Liber- 
\ oF ty of the Sons of God! My Lord's riſen and 
Y aſcended, help me often to aſcend after him in 
Thoughts and' AﬀeCtions, and-ler my ſo doing be 
'Ya full evidence that I am already riſen with Chriſt 
Fin the ReſurreQtion of Holineſs, and ſhall afſu- 
redly riſe unto a ReſurreQion of Glory. O Lord, 
Wihongh'l walk below,-I would live above ; tho? 
1 ſe the 'World, I would exjoy God ; and with 
David would 1 fay, Whom have .I in heaven but 
thee, and there is none upon earth I deſire beſides 
thee... . O Lord, if thou ſeeſt it fit, notwithſtand- 
C0g All mine unworthineſs, let the joy of the 
FLord enter into my Soul,” before'my: Soul entreth 
Finto the Lord's joy.  Afﬀurance is not abſolutely 
neceſſary, but inexpreſſibly ſweet :1 Without it 
the Life of a Chriſtian is ſpent in Hopes and 
Fears; now the Sun ſhines out clear, and: by and 
by the Heavens are over-caſt 'and- cloudy 'again, 
Aſſurance is a Cordial'iri Deathy1and there isnones 
G * like 
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« like- it ; -this will make the- Soul-triumph. 0 
« the Grave, take Death cheartully. by the calfſCl 
'* hand, and welcome its grim meflage. , 'Lord, |& 
« thy holy Spirit witneſs with my Spirit, ThatT 
* thy Child, an Heir of the glorious Inberizance; 
** O let me, as a true Saint, keave fuch teſtimony þ 
* hind me, that my weeping Friends forrow n 
** be turned into joy, when they upen groun 
4 believe, Iam fafely arrived in a blelked Ererni 
* there beholding the unveiled face of my dear } 
* deemer. | 
This: Meditation 445: much longer, but I ha 
tranſcrib'd enough' to ſhew, to! what good purpÞ 
les ſhe improved her hours of Retirement : ; 
give me leave to add, here is enough to diredt ; 
mcite other holy Perſons to the like ufetul,man 
meot of thole hours. - im cd bo! 
; Thus fac I have given ſome account of her. Haſſſeet 
ſhip of God in publick and private, how conſtagt 
zealous and accurate ſhe was therein; and in whif6ll 
Exerciſes ſhe ſpent the times of her. Solitude; | * 
which I might add her great deſire, ' That, her ki 
(as well as ſhe) might ſerve: the Lord: What 
peated and earneſt Exhortations ſhe uſed to her $ 
vants that went to the Publick, that whilſt | 
pretended to go thither, they would. not ſpe 
the time in idle Viſits, as the cultom-.of too mz 
1s: and that they would come direftly home fre 
Church, and ſanQike the Lord's day in all the p; 
of it. Offering them the liberty to go and fee 
Friend or Relation on the Week-day, as oft as 
reaſon they could deſire, fo they would not gf 
| qa Lord's day. I might add alſo, bo i; 
- was pleaſed tor take a more particular care 
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0 —_ to make him ſtand or fit 1a her ſight af 
0, in As he —_ ya out to play, as is too 
| at home frequently (not only of 
1 bnda Nee k-days) to hear him read, and 


ce;,$each hitn his Catechiſin* and when ſhe had one 
1y that could nor read, to ſend him to School at ſuch 
7 miſhours as he could be ſpared, and to take the pairs 
ounfſalſo to teach him her ſelf,” But I ſhall paſs theſe 
rouprer, atid proceet to her Zeal for-the True Religion, 
r bz. the Proteſtant. 
In the late Fen ng Jens Reign, ( 1688.) when 
Where was ſich” fear of the introducing Popery, 
urppood God! how was ſhe concerned leſt Popiſh 
| dokatry and Saperſtirion ſhould again rake root- 
t ang in this Land! how fervent ud her Prayers 


n "God, That he would keep all his Faithful to 
Their Profeffion under the ſevere Tryals thar 


temed then ro be coming upon thee! Let this 
ſtage demonſtrated by her pleading with God, as 
dllows : 
«*O Lord, great Fears and Troubles are upon thy 
People, becauſe of the Storms and Tempeſts that 
are Flag The Lions are coming op froth their 
thickets, 4td the Deſtroyers are on their way ; 
O teach the Inhabitants of this Land to lay it to 
heart, and lament mt ſackcloth for the fierce anger 
ff of the Lotd that is comming out agdint them. 
F Thou canſt at thy pleaſure bring Cigoly Prineet 
to nothing, and make cotrapt Judges as vanity, Thai. 
40. 23. if thou ſpeak the word, their fock ſball 
vat take voor in the earth thou canſt blow wpo1n 
20 them and they ſhell wither, and catife the whirluind 
to take them away 4 flabble, verf. 24: Lord, now 


that thy Chitdren-cry unto thee, Tet Hheir ene 
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& be turned backwards, Plal. 56.9. and fulfil that gra- 
& cjous promiſe, of making Kings to be nurſing, Fa, 
« thers, and Queens gurſing, Mothers... .' And give 
* not only Magiſtrates, - but Miniſters after thir 
*« own heart; and, deliver us from falſe Prophets 
«and Seducers, who pretend to great Signs and 
« Wouders, lying in wait to deceive.... Have mer: 
&« cy on thy afflicted: Church, toſled with Tempeſt 
«and not comforted: When wilt chou lay her ſtone 
« with fair colours, and her foundations mith ſapphire] 
&« 4nd make her gates of carbuncles, ang her borders « 
« pleaſant ſtones ! Olet all thy children be taught of thee 
© that great may be the peace of thy children, Ilai. 5, 
«11,12,x3, Spread thy Goſpel where it is not 
« and proſper. it where it is: cauſe thy People to 
< renew their ſtrength, whilſt they wait on thee: 
C eſtabliſh their hearts.by believing that the comirg}Þ 
« of the Lord draws near, when he will turn t! 
& Prophecy of Babylon into an Hiſtory, and the great 
&« cry ſhall be, Babylon # faln, « faln.....O 

« haſten;that day when the heavens ſhall. rejoice ove 
& hey, «nd all the holy Apoſtles and Prophets and Saint: 
© becauſe God hath avenged them on her, Rev.18.20.., 
« Lord, I believe every tittle of thy Word ſhall be 
« fulfilled, though thy Providences at preſent ſeen 
© to go quite contrary-ways : I caffes help 

« thine to hold faſt the word of thy, Patieace, th 
« no man may take. their Crown; and keep ther 
« from taking up with. a Religion that is contra 
© to Reaſon, their Senſes and Scripture, who dar 
« all that are not of their Communion, and tak: 
« from or add-to the Scriptures, as it ſerves thei 
« baſe intereſt.... O Lord; thou haſt heretofore de 
s livered thy People once and again from that bl 
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© dy. generation, who glory in their cruelty ; for 
*thy mercies ſake do thou {o again: however let 
© not thine be _defiled by going 4 mhoring after their 
t .nventions, leſt thy wrath wax hat, and thou abhor 
' thine own inheritance, Plal, 106.39, 40, Onow in 
* this day of diſtreſs and darkneſs pour out a Spirit 
#* of Prayer and Supplication upon all thine, that 
F*chey may as with one loud cry pierce the Hea- 
«yens; and for Chriſt's ſake let an anſwer of 
I* Peace return upon them..... 

Theſe were part of her Pleadings with God for 
hee fithe maintenance of his Truth and the Profeſſours 
\ Hof it, by which as ſhe did fully demonſtrate her 
Fereat concern for them ; ſo was ſhe (I doubt not ) 
with others of the like holy Zeal and Love, a means 
ce by their daily fervent interceſſions with God, of 
igofbringing about that miraculous Deliverance, of 
the which His preſent Majeſty was the more immediate 

reatf glorious Inſtrument. | 
»rdfl I ſhould exceed my intended brevity, if I ſhould 
Athus - enlarge on all the Inſtances of her Piety : 
nesitherefore I ſhall more haſtily run over the reſt, of 
2. which let the next be her Humility, with reſpett to 
| the both commanding and providential 'Will of 
nf God. None could obey the Commands of God with 
Emore profound reverence of his Authority, nor 
hall with greater (deſires at leaſt of) exaAtnels: yet 
with the greateſt ſelf-denial and abaſement. All 
ard her own Righteouſneſs was in her eſteem but as 
mal filthy Rags, and ſhe a poor worthleſs unprofitable 
2k Servant.; But her failings and imperfetions ſhe 
zeid was prone to magaikie and aggravate even to a 
Jef fault, and often to cry out, O this naughty heart ! 
604 © this body of death ! wretched worm that 1 amt 
N | as 
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as you ay before partly ſee by her Refleftions up.Lal 
on her ſelf for being it a bad. frame one Lord'hyh 
day, p. 37. And then if 'we conſider her Humility, | 
with reſpe& to the providential Will of God, howſ,i 
full of Firjence and Reſignation was it ! This inhin 
deed as it was an eminent Inſtance and Evidence offfkgo 
the Grace of God in her, ſo was it no ſmall par 
of that deliverance mentioned in the Text preach 
ed upon on tle occaſion of her Funeral, For as ne 
very well obſerved in the Sermon, God delivers hithe 
People from their Afiitions, not only by remoſþoc 
ving them (which ſometimes he fees it meer notf 1 
ro do: )' but rather by ſupporting under themher 
ans Aw. of them, and bringing them to'a fille 
acquieſcence with his Will therein. © But that ſhallhin 
be ſpoken a little more fully ro under the laſt Headſor 
of her Deliverance. F 
Her. Truft in God was likewiſe for the generali- 
ty molt ſtedfaſt and fixt. She confeſſes indeed, thath,, 
under ſome of the afliftive Providences wherewithſ 
ſhe was exercifed, ſhe received ſome ſhocks, and had 
her' Spirits ruffled and dejefted for a time, .as youſt | 
may ſee in the preceding Relation of them: but afre 
the ſurprize, as it were, was over, ſhe was enabledil; 
to fix and ſtay her. ſelf upon the Promiſes of God 
and even though he flew her, to truſt in him. loſe. 
all imminent dangers, when a cargal Perfon wouldffy , 
have relied on an Attn of fleſh, Chis own or othets)S;- 
and betaken himſelf to finful (bifts and worldly po 
ticies,' her firſt, and indeed in 4 manner her whole, 
recourſe was to the all-ſufcient God, to whorn ſhe 
fled as to « frong Tower. And though ſhe was natu- 
rally and an ordinary Occurrences, exceeding rtimo-ficc, 
rous ard fubje&'to afftightments (as moſt hyfteri- 
TY cal 
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 UP-eal Women are) yet on occaſions more weighty, 
rd Sy hether publick or private, when ſhe bad leiſure 
ilityÞo recolle& her ſelf, and fearch for ſome promiſe 
OWFited to the Caſe, 'twas wonderful with what ftea- 
S 1-Kineſs ſhe would ſtand the brunt, and how little ſhe 
c OBvould value what ſeemed to be in the deſigns of 
Paltinen, believing that God could fruſtrate them if he 
ach pleaſed, or if he permitted them to ſucceed, if ſhe 
as Wnd others concerned were found in the way of 
> I = Duty, He would make them work for their 
I'ſhall not need to deſcend to more particulars of 
Mer Duty towards God, as Hope, Fear, 8c. tor as 
'Sheſe Graces muſt neceſſarily be, where the prece- 
Sing are in fincerity, (the New man in Regenera- 
Fon being in the firſt formation perfett, as to the 
.Þumber of Parrs, though not in degree) fo have I 
ai-Blready ſufficiently demonſtrated, That norwith- 
M4 Sanding her afflifted Lite, ſhe was a Righteous 
erſon, firſt, in reſpe&t of her Piety towards God. 


And no leſs Righteous was ſhe in-reſpe& of the 

ſta Dutics ſhe owed to others: which are of Fuſtice, 
id of Charity, As to the Duties of Jeſtzce, ſhe 
nade ſmall reckoning of the »egative part of them, 

s, not to injure others in their Bodies, Souls, Goods, 
Name : this ſhe lookt upon as fo low a de- 

1S)Sree of Righteouſneſs, that. ſhe reckoned fuch in a 
id cafe that could pretend to no other : Bur ſhe 
eva not only for doing no evil, but for doing all 
oe Offices of Juſtice, that the Light of Nature 

the Law of God had made due to: others on any 
count. She did unto others, as ſhe would they 


ould do unto her. Her Fhumility, Meekneſs and 
"©. Conrteſie 
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Colrteſie of Behaviour, are known to all-that con-f d 
verſed with her. Extremely ſenſible was ſhe ofÞþe 
any kindneſs ſhewed her at any time, and never 
thought ſhe could enough expreſs her Gratitude ; as 
rows cr can atteſt, whom both in her Life, and atſjus, 
her Death ſhe made her Debtors. And let me notefok: 
this by the way, That the Dibingenuity apdingray rl 
tudeof ſuch as (he had deſerved well of, gave her g-th:# 
nerally greater trouble than any other croſs that be-ite 
fell her. For it is truly obſerved by D* P4rick in theffa 
Epiſtle Dedicatory to his Book called The Heart en 
Eaſe, That there is no greater trouble t0 ſorve ingem T 
ous Souls, than to be requited with Injuries for tht 
Kinaneſſes they have done for others. - But what jultſþke 
complaints ſoever ſhe might have of others in this re-fÞm 
ſpett; I dare challengeall who could ever pretend tojſte. 
lay/any Obligation upon her, Whether-if ever it layſþep 
in her power, ſhe did not ſufficiently in Word andffilig 
Deed expreſs her kind reſentment : to do which 1 ed 
take to be as neceſſary a piece of Juſtice, as anyſſor 
other. Ar 
' Moſt faithful was ſhe to her Friends, keeping influ 
violably their Secrets, helping them with her Purſe V 
or good word, praying for them, and admoniſhingſplw 
them of their Faults, if ſhe | wpaocicg them guiltyſtab! 
of -any ; which ſhe would do with that art andÞhe: 
{weetneſs, that ſhe ſeldom made any her Enemy bh 
reprehending of them. And if they perſiſted hi 
their Faults, eſpecially if more open and ſcandalousFf v 
ſhe would infenſibly break off her Acqualntance 
with 'them: but if they :retormed, or never werdſ.) 
guilty, none 1a; the World more conſtant in theſe uo 
Friendſhip. Lal 
| Nexſadec 
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Next if. we cohſider her Righteouſneſs with re- 
x&& to Family-Relations ; it: was! molſt- exemplarys 
er tender Love; ſpodeſs Fidelity, and ready Com- 
ance. with: my: (lawful) Deſires and: knclinati- 
s, rendred her a+ molt defireable and agreeable 
oke-tellow. For her excellent Example, her Hea- 
nly Conferences, pious Exhortations, daily hear- 
y.Prayess for me, as fhe' challenges: the higheſt 


ESzandtes | 


EY 


theſſlball-for ever have cauſe to bleſs God for her and 


rt” KA. | | M6 

emf To her Servants ſhe was a good Miſtreſs in 
wing them good: Advice! exhorting them 0! 

ſiÞke care of their Souls, {erting'them an holy Ex-; 


»Mnple 3: taking care-of them-untheirSickne(s, as-if 
te. had: their: Mocherg: or a /Nuzrſe/ hired . for: 
 layſſþe put poſe ;.in encouraging fuchas were honeftand. 
Miligent with Gifts, an _—_ to ſuchay:mar« 
-1 [ſed from:her;- both on the'c 2 of thtir: Condis: 
20jfſon, and afterward. \ 2ortts", 

And as 0:the ement of the Attars of. her- 
 in-lunuly!, which'is-one part of | Dutyicincumpention: 
ure Miſtreſs (as well as Maſter) of.it; ſhelwas frus7 
ningſal without pinching; near:withourt attettation, hol- 
ltyYtable! without pomp or ſhow ;/ and did preſcribe; 
and her Servants ſuch :merhods- in their work, that 
v bilkhings went on. without: oatke:; or hurry. . And! 
j iotile ſhe had 'any Strengeiv ar:Spivirs lefty (thecket) 
ousif would: be conſtantly employed, : coming-upto; 
1ncÞ/awon's deſcription of the Vertuous Worad (Prov. 
verdii.) She lookea' well ro: the mans df her howſhold, and 

beinfe not che bread of idleneſs, verl. 279. 1111 111” 

Laſtly, Her Charity in ſome reſpect or other ex- 

Nextaded' it {elf ro all. Her Enemies had it in forgive» 

H neſs, 


| 
$ 
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teemand kindeſt Remembrance of ber; fo Lihope- 
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pentium nowurds God," and faith" in abou] Lord Je 


wy and es: for them; bes Friends, 'in being 
betoxchand, with: them-in, all:Qffices of: Love ; 
Kandoels; the:bad; (ob iherx! Acquaimance?) im þ ood 
proofs tor their evil w _—_— q_—_ 9 my theafhict 
Reformation ;, thie good, 31 the mo Gon 
tion, and Delight ; in their Society ;.the rich, in whe 
joycing in their Proſperity ; the poor, in liberal 8 Mer 
plies:of their-wants/ and-necefſities: 7b al indeefive 
of this laſt: {ort, ſhe was inclined toda: UF nor 
God's. poor, called by rhe Apoſtle The old a 
faith, had always the largeſt ſhare in this kiad 
Charity.. With fuchas her Charity could not reac 
ſhe had:the greateft pang and was a daily 
ras as Dt re 
WW Vers ( ( 
bum, | wauld nor'be ns. = nal 
ths. te er. wes impreft; But RE 
and! Abalicy ta rekeve;' ſhe we 

adanbvindls: her Charivy = Pity:only and oh 
Wiſhes, Be ye warmed pus filled .( Jaws 126 16, J | 
would) largely and withour; ng coatriburenh 
their: NY as. delorns "f/eh 
III 99} :2Þ/ eg | F 2k ) e.91THITV 
El bation but one wn ani of bo | 
Clary and that was, towards thoſe who differ. 
from her-in _— _ Religion. freak did our 
love.to.wrang about lative DYf6e; 
Arines; bot ia xubpenfocteribeteuldipe rceive:R 


fOL' 


Chriffi,) ſhe'oſteemed' rhem of the Family: of 
po earns ang omarrEe o6.Ged od 
tO any Party... 7-1-4 (7 

a) 1511? (0) JISCIDT 9:71 [9 
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ing- Having given ſome account of her Rjgbreonſmeſs 
Win reſpe&t to orbers, T ſhall add (officthing of that 
which reſpefted her fe: Of which It tlie fr# par- 
Siicular be her Hamility. She ſeemed the only Per- 
\nfſon that took no notice of her own Eridbwments 
ind Accompliſhments. How often have I heard her 
Aliment her Ignorance in'the My (feries'of Salvation, 
=Yher wart of Love unto; atd Ze! for God ! when 
dufione but muſt acknowledge her to excelt im Spiri- 
tal Wiſdom, and to give the cleareft Evidences of 
oly Love and Zeal. She denied her own Righteouſ. 
eacBieſs not only 16 Point of Juſtification; but was apt 
y Wo 'do' it, even to a fault, litertfly, fidiſ-owning it (at 
aft in degree) as to her SanQtification, © And as 
ſhe was thus himble in what related to her inner 
man, ſo alſo in whar related to the ourward. She 
not pat up with whatſoever Goods of Nature 
i of Fortune (as we call ther God had 'beftow- 
wid on her : "but wiſely confidered , that wherelh 
ever ſhe differed for the better in theſe things 
eSom others, *twas God had made her to differ; 
wind therefore ſhe ought nor to boaſt or wax proud 
y And agreeable to this Humility was her Content- 
neſs with that ſtate and condition of Life God had 

ur her in. She fays indeed in ſome of the Papers 
fſten referred to) that in the former part of her 
Wife ſhe was not withont Temptations to Diſcon> 
Stntcdneſs, and to be envious at thoſe above het : 
Dur ſhe found a Remedy for this Diſtemper, which 
is, © To conſider God's Right to give ro whom 

he pleaſed; and on the other hand to reffe& on 

' Fher own nothingneſs and unworthineſs. And ſhe 
Vifeccived great help by an holy Art ſhe uſed; to 
H 2 


conquer 
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conquer this Temptation : * That I might procure Þ 
* a.contented and\thankful frame of heart, ſays ſhe 5 
< I. did often walk to the; poor Neighbour's houſes] * 
« and take notice how contented they were ia thei 
« condition, though many of them never ſaw 20, 
« Shillings beforehand | 1n - their houſes in many 
« years : whereas I had: all things neceſfary and 
« convenient, and. many ſuperfluous.] But neithe 
inbred Corruption nor outward Temptation movec R 


at all this way in her riper years. Since my Relatif *< 
on to her,” ſhe was on all occaſions moaning chef 
Goodnels and, Bounty of God, to her; and bleſſing] P' 
him for the food copvenient ſhe enjoyed;. often fay{ 
ing,ſhe would not change conditions with them tha Qt 
had thouſands by: the Year, aud that ſhe never deſi 
red an Eſtate but to do good wath it, |* 
1 ſhall not need. to mention her Chaſtity, her Teml © 
perance'in Eating and Drinking, &c. the, Vices co he 
trary/to thele Vertues being ſo abominable, thaſ © 
every. gracious heart (like hers) cannot but rilf ** 
with abhorrence at the very mention of then 4 


Yet it may not be amiſs to. note one particular 2 
to her 'Temperance 1n Drinking. It is oe t00,com G 
mon a practice for ſickly and hyſterical Women ti dc 
be often ſipping of Cordial Waters to break t de 
Wind off their ſtomach, as they phraſe it: Thi ?* 
though generally done at firft upon a medicinal : 


count,' does too too often intraduce a liking of ſudf *Y 
Spirits. themſelves, But, ſbe was fo ſhie of > © 
ſcandalous Habit, that though ſhe kept variety 4 ” 


Cordial Waters by her, and ſeemed to have as gre 
need as any whatever of ſuch kind of helps, yet 
verily believe ſhe did not drink a Quart in a twelv: of 
month, . partly, becauſe ſhe was ſatisfied they we: fi 


We 
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but a- palliating Remedy, and did.more hurt than 
good ; but more, leſt a liking of them ſhould ſteal 
upon her. 


Thus I have given a ſhort account of this graci- 
ous Perſon's Righteouſneſs, a Copy far ſhort indeed 
of the Original ; but full enough to demonſtrate 
how juſtly ſhe might be numbred amovgit thoſe 
Righteous ones whom God is (many times) pleaſed 


| to exerciſe with many afflitions: And all I ſhall add, 
I ſball be only a word two, to ſbew how the latter 


part of the Text agrees to her as well as the former, 


J viz. That ſhe was delivered out of all thoſe Affli- 
1 ftions. 


This ſhe was firſt by her acquieſcence in the Will 
of God, , What her frame was under thoſe Afi- 
tions that. befell her before mine acquaintance with 
her, there is ſome account of in the forezoing, Rela- 
tion of them, as recorded by her ſelf; and 1it.can- 
not be expeCted I ſhould add any. thing thereto. 
But ſince my converſation wich her before agd after 
Marriage, I can fully teſtife (to the Glory of rhe 
Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs of God) that ſhe was 


{ delivered this way I have mentioned. She was in- 


deed moſt acutely affeQed with her continual Pains 


J and Sickneſs, and was apt to expreſs what ſhe felt 


by Sighs and Groansy and, would ſay they were ve- 
ry hard to fleſh and blood : but, would ſhe add, 1: 
i the will of God it ſbould be ſo, He ſees them nece([a- 
ry, and I ſubmit, The Lord give me faith and pa- 
tence, 

Secondly, She was delivered by a SanCtification 


{| of her Aﬀflitions. Thele did not harden her in 


fin, as oft they do the ungodly ; did, not proyen 
er 


Az 
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her to' murmur, and refleft upon the Juſtice or 
Goodneſs of God : but weaned her from the Love 
of Self and the World, and blunted the edpe of all 
Temptations from thence. The feſb with its (inful 
affetwns, and the deluding world hereby became 
more enucified unto her, as the Apoſtle exhorts. And 
to be ſure ſhe always made fin and corruption bear 
the blame of all. Every new trouble put her up- 
on a freſh Examination of her heart and ways: 
and her hnmble Soul was even too apt to fitid of 
to greaten faults, that ſhe mighr the more juſtifie 
God; and would reeds have thoſe AMiftions td 
be in the nathre'of Correftions and Puniſhment, 
which there is the greateſt reaſon to believe were 
only for trial and exercile. | 
 Laftly, She was delivered literally and fully at 
her Death, and in ſome meaſure for a little while 
before. The' nearer ſhe drew to her &hd, ſhe felt 
the leſs pain, and after the Conyulſfions ( menti- 
oned betore) came pon her, ſhe made no com- 
plaint'ar all. - Her Pain and Sicknefs either quite 
ceaſed, or elfe ſhe had no perfertiog of then, which 
was all one as, to her eaſe. She was wholly deli 
vered alfo trom-the Fears arid Tetrours of Death, 
for ſhe did not imtimare the leaſt apprehenſion of 
it. She had always a mean eſteem, as of Death- 
bed Repentance, fo of Death-bed Preparation. for 
Death ; 1a ©; Kos a good Life was the beſt Pre- 
paration for Death : that thoſe who lived well, 
could hardly die ill ; and on the contrary, thoſe 
that had lived ill, ſeldom died well, for all their 
ſeeming (formal) Preparation. That dulneſs that 
was brought upon. her Senſes by the Convulſions, 
did in part dull ker Reaſon ao, thofgh not diſturb 

it: 
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or | it : But ſhe cared not to enter into long diſcourſes ; 
ve | was only deſirous of Prayer for her, and imployed 
all | in ſecret intercourſes with God. To the very laſt ſhe 
ful | would not refuſe any thing offer'd her for her Help 
me Jand Recovery,though fora long time ſhe had been of 
nd opinion that all was to no pr and deſired ra- 
-ar Ither to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt. But as 
ip- J1 faid, though ſhe had no Recovery, it pleaſed God 
- to give her eaſe, and ro grant her as quict a paſſage 
out of this troubleſome World as ever any could 
: have. And ſhall I lay ſhe was now at length fully 

klivered? That word is too low to expreſs the Ad- 
vantage and Benefit of the Change. The ungodly 
ze alſo at Death de/ivered from all the Troubles and 
Evils of this Life : But ſuch as She, beſides that 
then they begin to be exempted from all the AMi- 
tions and Miſeries of Mortality, are moreover re- 
ceived into the bliſs of the Life Immortal. While 
i- fIthe wicked paſs from bad to worſe, from temporal 
to eternal Sufferings: Theſe have not only all Tears 

iped from their Eyes, and all Sorrows removed 
fom their Hearts, but are morcover filled with joy 


w{peakable and full of glory. 


at FINI1S. 


